The lack of interest in, and understanding of, the Middle Ages evident among teachers, probably not only in Austria, is not only caused by the fact that academic teacher training has allowed students to choose subjects of their own interest, but is also traditional, especially in Vienna. The author himself attended school there and was taught by an unusually good teacher at his Gymnasium, who nonetheless took the liberty of omitting the Middle Ages completely from his otherwise excellent history curriculum. This is likely to be one of the reasons why the author devoted himself to the study of the Middle Ages at university. In his selectivity, his 'fuga et electio', this teacher, however, followed the hallowed humanists. By having the only 16-year-old pupil do a classroom presentation on Jacob Burckhardt's Renaissance in Italy, he followed Petrarch, who considered the medium aevum to have been dark not because there was nothing known about it, but because it was unnecessary to know anything about it.
3
It needs to be said, however, that the school inevitably just follows public opinion, which again mirrors attitudes common in Viennese politics and society. To put it colloquially: the former capital and Residenzstadt of the Danube Monarchy has a problem with the Middle Ages. The first reason for this is the ambiguity of the term 'Austria', which makes it hard to identify with it, much in contrast to 'la dulce/dolce France', hailed already in the Song of Roland around 1100, and which 'survived the monarchy as the personification of the country'. 4 In contrast, many different Austrias existed already in the Middle Ages. The term ranges from the mark, the duchy, through to the fictitious as well as the real archduchy and finally the 'dominion of Austria' (Herrschaft zu Österreich) and the house of Austria. At the beginning of the early modern period, an Austrian circle was established. Around the middle of the seventeenth century the term Monarchia Austriaca gained currency, a term which is first documented in Babenberg Austria around the year 1200. From 1804 onwards, the Austrian Empire was finally established in constitutional law, as was the Austrio-Hungarian Monarchy in 1867. When the argument over the name was ended in 1918, the Monarchy was first succeeded by the Republic of Austria in 1918, and then by the authoritarian Federal State of Austria in 1934. Between 1938 and 1945, Austria disappeared from the map. From the rubble of the Second World War emerged the Second Austrian Republic. Its story of increasing success allowed many Austrians to identify with their country for the first time in an unrestricted fashion.
5 Nonetheless, some strange throwbacks do remain. A stranger, driving through the country attentively, can still spot a reference to an Austrian border in the middle of Austria. He only need drive from the Lower Austrian capital St Pölten across the pass of Saint Egidius (St. Ägyder Gscheid) through to the Styrian pilgrimage centre Mariazell, to reach Styria just after the locality of Terz. Here, two inns still face each other, one called 'The Styrian Border', one 'The Austrian (not Lower Austrian!) border'. For the Styrians, their northern neighbours were the Austrians, who only
